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Schuylkill County



Trip #1
Amarante, Portugal

(May 5-14, 2018)



Habitat for Humanity Portugal



Tour of Guimaraes, Portugal



University of Porto
Biology Building



Tour of Porto, Portugal



Various Meals in Portugal



Motivation
A desire to provide students with an opportunity to serve others, 
experience a different culture while learning about their history, 
explore the differences and similarities in another country’s system of 
higher education and step outside of their comfort zone.

Funding Sources
Funding came from four different sources:
1. Student Engagement Network Grant – without this funding, the 

trip to Portugal could not have occurred.
2. Student Activities Fee – the Student Initiated Fee Committee voted 

to provide funding to help students offset the cost of this trip.
3. Private Donors – campus and community members contributed 

funds to help reduce the amount each student would have to pay 
out of pocket. 

4. Student Contribution – all of the students who went on this trip 
were required to pay an amount that was based on the remaining 
balance once all other funding sources were applied ($450 each).



Selection Process
1. Students were recommended by faculty and staff.
2. These students were invited to attend an information session.
3. Interested students had to pay a $150 nonrefundable deposit.
4. I confirmed that these interested students were in good academic 

standing, had no financial holds, and had no serious judicial record.
5. I notified the students who were selected for the trip.
6. The remaining balance of $300 had to be paid in full no later than 

three weeks before we departed for Portugal.

SEN Impact
1. Impact on the Amarante Community – students worked diligently to 

complete the work that was assigned to them. The hard work they 
put forth in building the exterior walls resulted in the house being 
further along in the build process than what was expected.

2. Impact on our Students – students learned about the culture and 
history of the region through their interactions with the Portuguese 
people, local politicians, and faculty from the University of Porto.



Partners and Stakeholders
1. Habitat for Humanity International
2. Habitat for Humanity Portugal
3. Office of Global Programs
4. Travel Safety Network
5. Risk Management
6. Anthony Travel (University Travel Agency)
7. Student Initiated Fee Committee
8. Private Donors

Barriers and Challenges
1. Limited to 10 students
2. Only had one staff person on the trip
3. Developing a budget
4. Available funding /group SEN grant application
5. Coordinating with our various partners
6. Planning timeline and student commitments
7. Having the students get their passports



Trip #2
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

(November 18-24, 2018)



Niagara Falls (the Canadian Side)



CN Tower and Ripley’s Aquarium 
in Toronto



Habitat for Humanity Quebec



Tour of Old Quebec
in Quebec City



Tour of Olympic Park
in Montreal



Motivation
In mid-October 2018, a number of resident students, primarily from 
the Philadelphia, New York, and New Jersey areas, approached us 
about not wanting to go home for the Thanksgiving break. As I had 
taken students to Montreal to work with their Habitat for Humanity 
affiliate over Thanksgiving break when I worked at Pitt-Johnstown, I 
thought it would be a good idea to do so again with our students.

Funding Sources
Funding came from three different sources:
1. Student Activities Fee – the Student Initiated Fee Committee voted 

to provide funding to help students offset the cost of this trip.
2. Director of Student Affairs Budget – funds were reallocated from 

this budget to help keep the cost of the trip affordable for the 
students who wanted to go on the trip to Montreal. 

3. Student Contribution – all of the students who went on this trip 
were required to pay an amount that was based on the remaining 
balance once all other funding sources were applied ($300 each).



Selection Process
1. Students requested to go on the trip to Montreal.
2. The students were required to put a $100 nonrefundable deposit 

down on the trip.
3. I confirmed that the students were in good academic standing, had 

no financial holds, and had no serious judicial record.
4. The remaining balance of $200 had to be paid in full no later than 

one week before we departed for Montreal.

SEN Impact
1. Impact on the Montreal Community – students completed the 

painting inside the home that a family was scheduled to move into 
just before Christmas. They also helped paint the ReStore and 
organize the inventory on the showroom floor and in the basement.

2. Impact on our Students – students learned about the history of 
Niagara Falls and Old Quebec City, discovered how a Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore operates, viewed the city of Toronto from the CN 
Tower, and toured Olympic Park (site of the 1976 Summer Olympics).



Partners and Stakeholder
1. Habitat for Humanity Quebec
2. Travel Safety Network
3. Risk Management
4. Student Initiated Fee Committee

Barriers and Challenges
1. Limited to 10 students
2. Developing a budget quickly
3. Short-term planning timeline
4. Working with students to get their passport cards

Additional Challenge While on the Trip
ü One of the students lost her wallet which included her 

passport card, other forms of ID, and all of her credit and 
debit cards. Fortunately I had color copies of all of the 
student passports which we took to the local Consulate.



Trip #3
Warsaw, Poland

(May 3-13, 2019)



JFK Airport and
Various Dining Experiences



Tour of Krakow, Poland



Oskar Schindler’s Factory and
Wieliczka Salt Mines



Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration 
Camp Memorial and Museum



Habitat for Humanity Poland



Motivation
To build off of the success of the Portugal trip by exposing a 
predominately new group of students to Poland’s culture and rich 
history while having them step outside of their comfort zone.

Funding Sources
Funding came from five different sources:
1. Student Engagement Network Grant – (again) without this funding, 

the trip to Poland could not have occurred.
2. Student Activities Fee – the Student Initiated Fee Committee voted 

to provide funding to help students offset the cost of this trip.
3. Fundraising – student participated in a letter writing campaign to 

request funds from friends and family who were willing to donate.
4. Private Donors – campus and community members contributed 

funds to help reduce the amount each student would have to pay. 
5. Student Contribution – all of the students who went on this trip 

were required to pay an amount that was based on the remaining 
balance once all other funding sources were applied ($650 each).



Selection Process
1. Students were recommended by faculty and staff.
2. These students were invited to attend an information session.
3. Interested students had to pay a $150 nonrefundable deposit.
4. I confirmed that these interested students were in good academic 

standing, had no financial holds, and had no serious judicial record.
5. I notified the students who were selected for the trip.
6. The remaining balance of $500 had to be paid in full no later than 

three weeks before we departed for Poland.

SEN Impact
1. Impact on the Warsaw Community – students worked to renovate a 

house for a partner family in Warsaw. They also brought the local 
kids in the community soccer balls and old Penn State Schuylkill 
soccer uniforms then played a few games of soccer with those kids.

2. Impact on our Students – students learned about the culture and 
history of Krakow and Warsaw. They also had structured tours of 
Schindler’s Factory, Auschwitz Concentration Camp, and Salt Mines.



Partners and Stakeholders
1. Habitat for Humanity International
2. Habitat for Humanity Portugal
3. Office of Global Programs
4. Student Initiated Fee Committee
5. Anthony Travel (University Travel Agency)

Barriers and Challenges
1. Limited to 10 students
2. Developing a budget
3. Available funding /group SEN grant application
4. Coordinating with our various partners
5. Planning timeline and student commitments

Additional Challenge While on the Trip
ü Three days into the trip, I herniated a disc in my back and couldn’t walk. 

After spending time at a Warsaw hospital, I had to fly back to the United 
States early, leaving the students with the other staff member on the trip.

6. Travel Safety Network
7. Risk Management
8. Private Donors
9. Family and Friends



Practical Takeaways
1. Develop a budget that accounts for unforeseen costs.
2. Expand fundraising opportunities (e.g. corporate sponsorships 

and Habitat for Humanity ReStore volunteer days).
3. Have the students sign an agreement stating their responsible 

for the remaining costs associated with their portion of the trip 
when they make their deposit.

4. Plan to have two staff/faculty for every 10 students.
5. Review and follow your emergency response plan if/when 

something unexpected occurs (e.g. lost wallet, injury, etc.).

Final Takeaway… these Penn State hardhats are very popular!



Breakout Sessions by Table



Habitat for Humanity
Campus Chapters



Habitat for Humanity
Portugal Build 2018

https://youtu.be/hf8D5IaQQTc



Questions?


